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The Russian Market: Opportunities for U.S. Agriculture  
 
Russia Is an Important Market for U.S. Agriculture 
Russia offers a wealth of opportunities for U.S. farmers looking to export their crops, as well as U.S. 
firms selling farm machinery or investing in value-added food products. Following Russia’s entry 
into the WTO, Russia’s average import tariff for agricultural goods will drop from 21.5% to 18.9%,1 
and Russia will bind tariff levels on all agricultural products, adding more predictability to our 
market access.2 Also, WTO membership will obligate Russia to abide by sanitary and phytosanitary 
standards that will help ensure market access. 
 
U.S. Meat Exporters Stand To Gain From Russia Entering the WTO 
U.S. meat exporters see Russia as a valuable market, and Russia’s WTO accession will bolster their 
opportunities there by strengthening rules-based certainty.  

• Russia is the #1 export market for U.S. poultry.3 The U.S. exported to Russia more than 
745,000 metric tons of poultry in 2006 worth US$458 million.4  

• Russia bought more than half of total U.S. chicken leg exports in 2006.5 
• Russia is the 6th largest export destination for U.S. pork and pork products,6 and these 

exports jumped more than 150% by value in 2006 to total US$136 million.7 
• In 2003, Russia was the 5th largest export market for U.S. beef.8 While Russia then closed 

its market to U.S. beef due to mad-cow disease concerns, through WTO negotiations with 
the U.S., Russia has now committed to reopening its market. Additionally, Russia will bind 
its 15% tariff for U.S. high-quality beef.9 

 
Russia Is a Growing Market for U.S. Fish, Fruit, Nuts and Wine  

• The U.S. exported US$43 million of fish and other seafood to Russia in 2006, a 70% 
increase from 2004 levels.10  

• U.S. apple exports to Russia doubled in value over 2004-2006,11 and U.S. pear exports 
displayed double-digit growth both in volume and value terms in 2006.12  

• Russia offers a market for U.S. almonds – U.S. almond exports to Russia grew 15% in value 
over 2004-2006, reaching almost US$30 million.13  

• Russia is one of the world’s leading wine importers,14 and U.S. wine exports to Russia rose 
27% in value in 2006.15 

 
U.S. Firms Specializing in Farm Equipment and Food Processing See Abundant Opportunities 
The U.S. Commercial Service estimates that Russian farmers will need approximately 17,000 
combines and 45,000 tractors per year for the next 5 years,16 and U.S. firms selling value-added 
food ingredients have substantial investments in Russia. 

• U.S. exports to Russia of agricultural tractors rose more than 50% by value in 2006.17 
• John Deere’s business in Russia is growing at a rate of more than 70% annually.18 
• Cargill is one of Russia’s leading agricultural investors, having invested more than US$300 

million in Russia’s agriculture and food processing sectors.19 
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