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The Russian Market: Opportunities for the U.S. IT Sector  
 
Russia Is the Fastest-Growing IT Market in the World1 
Russia’s market for information technology (hardware, software, and internet services) is growing 20% 
annually,2 making Russia the fastest-growing IT market worldwide, and creating abundant business 
opportunities for U.S. firms. 

• The value of Russia’s IT market stood at $14 billion in 2006.3 
• Foreign investment in Russia’s IT sector grew 20% in 2006 to total $4 billion.4  
• The share of Russians owning a personal computer is expected to increase from 16% at present 

to over 40% in the next few years.5 
• Russia ranks among the world’s leading countries in terms of total number of internet users, 

and some expect that internet penetration will grow to 40% by 2010 (up from 18% in 2006).6  
• According to some estimates, Russia’s wireless broadband market will grow between 50-100% 

on the year in 2007,7 and analysts expect the number of Wi-Fi spots in Russia to jump nearly 
40% this year.8 

 
U.S.-Brand Hardware and Software Products Are Highly Valued in Russia  
Russians are attracted to the high-quality products offered by U.S. companies, many of which are 
present in Russia, either through representative offices or distributors.9  

• Hewlett Packard is the #1 IT vendor in Russia.10 
• Intel Corporation’s notebook computer sales are growing – the company sold close to 300,000 

in 2003, and the company’s 2006 sales are estimated at up to 1.5 million.11 
• In the first half of 2006 alone, Microsoft reported a 72% growth in software sales.12 
• IBM’s business in Russia grew more than 20% in 2006.13 
• More than 65% of Russia’s public organizations use Oracle technology.14 
• U.S exports of parts and accessories for data-processing machines to Russia rose more than 

25% over 2004-2006 to value $127 million last year.15  
• As part of its WTO commitments, Russia will permit IT imports to enter Russia duty-free.16  

 
Shoring up Russia’s Place in the Digital Age Is a Win-Win for the U.S. and Russia 
Russian officials are looking to the high tech sector to help diversify Russia’s economy away from oil 
and gas, and the involvement of U.S. IT companies in Russian R&D benefits both the Russian economy 
and the competitiveness of U.S. firms. In addition, Russia’s highly-educated population and rising 
income levels combine to offer U.S. IT firms a large market for networking and internet services. 

• Since 1992, Intel has invested $700 million in its Russia-based operations.17 
• IBM maintains relationships with 30-40 Russian universities to tap Russia’s creative IT talent 

and create new technological applications.18 
• Cisco Systems helped set up Russia's first residential broadband internet access network, and 

the company also helped create Russia’s first university Wi-Fi zone at Nizhni Novgorod State 
University.19  
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